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ART-UNIT: 232 

PRIMARY- EXAMINER: An; Meng-Ai T. 

ATTY- AGENT- FIRM: Hovey, Williams, Timmons & Collins 
ABSTRACT : 

A distributed data processing system including a data server computer 
coupled to a plurality of personal computers by a local area network 
communication path and a second data communication path independent of 
the local area network communication path is provided. Information stored 
in the data server computer is periodically transmitted over the second 
data communication path simultaneously to all of the personal computers 
in the network. The personal computers do not necessarily initiate data 
requests over the local area network communication path. Rather, certain 
preselected information is continually transmitted to all of the personal 
computers in broadcast fashion. 
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